
Santa Rosa de Lima Catholic School 

Music Class: TK ̶ 8th Grades 
 
Teacher:  Mr. James Kerrigan 
Email: jkerrigan@srdlcs.com 
Class Schedule: Friday (class days/times vary per grade), 8:00am–1:00pm 
Choir Rehearsal: Fridays 11:40am-12pm 
Required Materials 
Pencil 
1-Subject Notebook or Composition Book  
 
Class Objectives 
By the end of this year, students will: 

1.​ Identify basic musical features and characteristics, such as beat, rhythm, pitch, speed, and 
dynamics, as well as comprehend musical concepts like melody, harmony, scales, and musical 
form/construction.  

2.​ Understand the significance of music in everyday life, being able to identify music of 
different moods, occasions, and genres. 

3.​ Know how to apply musical concepts to mathematical, scientific, and literary concepts, as 
well as apply music to storytelling and dance. 

4.​ Perform age and church-appropriate music and song, seeing the significance of music as a 
rewarding creative experience and a medium of giving glory to God. 

5.​ Identify and understand the importance of the music in the liturgy of the Catholic mass, 
knowing the meaning and significance of Catholic hymns and mass parts such as the Kyrie, 
Glory to God, and the Sanctus. 
 

Grading Percentages and Evaluation of Students 
TK ̶ 8th Grades 

Participation – 100%  
 

 
Grading Scale  

A: 93–100%   A-: 90–93%   B+: 87–89%   B: 83–86%   B-: 80–82%   C: 70–79%   D: 60–69% 
                                                             F: 59% and lower 
 
Participation 
Attendance and active participation is crucial for this class, for a student’s engaged presence in music 
class is critical for not only his or her learning, but for all the students in the class. Each time a group gets 
together to create music, they create an unrepeatable experience in time. The absence or nonparticipation 
of one person in a group can affect not only their particular musical experience, but the musical 
experiences of everyone else around them, because the creation of ensemble music requires individuals to 
work together as a team. Each student learning and working at their best affects the good of all.  
  



Simply attending class is not sufficient for a good participation grade. In order to receive full participation 
points (10pts put together at the end of each class), a student must be actively participating in class, which 
entails that there is: 

 
●​ participation through sincere effort and healthy discussion, 
●​ preparation of the materials and knowledge needed to make good music, and 
●​ offering of constructive ideas to the class, when appropriate, to advance the good of the 

class and to give their personal best (10pts total for each day). 
 

These three things are crucial to developing the skills that are needed to become great musicians and more 
wholesome individuals and scholars. Students are encouraged to be supportive of their peers and offer 
constructive feedback in an open and developing environment. Music is a growing process, so let us enjoy 
ourselves and encourage one another as we learn to give glory to God through our music! 
 
Important Note: Any bullying of any sort, especially in regards to music ability or skill, will not be 
tolerated. God has given us all abilities according to His grace and goodness, which means that some will 
have different musical skills, or will need to make a greater effort at musical expression than others will. 
It is encouraged that everyone will look for ways that the class can grow together musically, while 
seeking God’s will and love above all things. 
 
Christmas Concert 
Attendance and participation in the Christmas concert (December 19th, 2025, 6pm) is required of all 
students. Students will be given a grade for the concert based on their arriving on time, their possession of 
proper materials/dress, and their effort to perform their best while giving full and active participation. 
 
Technology/Cell Phones 
All student use and presence of cell phones, air pods, and smart watches are prohibited in music class. If a 
student has one, it will be confiscated and turned in to the school office. Students use of a cell phone, or 
other electronic device is not approved and will count as a zero-mark and a failing grade for the day. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
For parents: If you would like to alert me of any disabilities your child has, or accommodations that he or 
she needs, please feel free to arrange an appointment or contact me be email. 
 

*All choir members are expected to be present at Family Mass Sundays (Sept. 21, Oct. 19, Nov. 23, 
Jan. 25, Feb. 22, March 22, April 26, May 17) with formal mass uniform. Choir members must keep 
a GPA of 2.5 or higher to participate with an Outstanding (O) or Good (G) grade in behavior.  


