4th and 5th Grade, Syllabus
2025-2026

Dear 4th and 5th Grade Parents:

Welcome Back! August is such an exciting month for teachers and students. It is a
month of new beginnings -new surroundings, new skills, and new challenges. | have
been with Santa Rosa De Lima for six years as a staff member, and now third year as a
teacher. | hope that we will support and guide each other in a way that will provide a
warm and safe place where learning and growth can happen.

School Philosophy:

In fulfillment of the Church's mission of Catholic education and in response to parental
need, Santa Rosa de Lima exists to bring Jesus and the Gospel message into the
formal educational experience of its students.

e We strive to have our students follow the call of Jesus Christ by centering our
teaching around faith, life and learning; providing opportunities for service and
worship.

e \We strive to embody the spirit of Santa Rosa de Lima, living as disciples of
Christ.

e \We strive to build a school community which responds to the dignity and worth
of each member.

Since lifelong success depends in part on learning to make responsible choices, | will
use a classroom discipline plan, to help every student make good decisions about his or
her behavior. Your child deserves a positive educational environment for his/her growth,
and with your support we can strive to make it possible. The plan below outlines our
rules, positive recognition for appropriate behavior and consequences for inappropriate
behavior.

Schedule

If I am ever running late in the morning, your child may wait with one of our neighboring teachers:
Ms. Ramirez (Room 2) or Ms. Sanchez (Room 5) until | arrive. Thank you for your understanding
and support.

Gates open: 7:30 AM

Classes begin at 8:00AM

Recess: 10:10-10:40 AM (Fridays, Brunch: 10:10—10:40 AM)
Music: Fridays, 10:40-11:10 AM



e Lunch: 12:30-1:10 PM

e P.E.: Tuesdays, 2:10-2:40 PM
e Dismissal: 2:50- 3:00 (gates open for parents to park @ 2:40pm Mon-Thurs.)

*For full schedule please look at the last page.

Class Rules

-

Follow directions.

Respect everyone, including yourself, your classmates, your schoolmates,
teachers, and school staff.

Keep your hands and feet to yourself.

Raise your hand and wait for your turn to speak.

Raise your hand to leave your seat.

Listen carefully while the teacher is talking.
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These classroom rules are designed to help us meet our Student Learning Expectations
(SLEs): Welcoming, Academic, Responsible, Respectful, Innovative, Optimistic,
Religious, and Self-aware. By following these rules, we create a positive learning
environment that supports everyone’s growth and success.

Positive Recognition:

To encourage students to follow these rules, appropriate behavior will be recognized
with praise “Class Points” in the ClassDojo app. Students who receive only positive
points throughout the week will receive a “treat or prize” on Friday.

Consequences:

There will be consequences for those students who break rules.

1. First warning

2. Second warning
3. Points taken away from ClassDojo
4. Email to parents

5. Teacher/Parent Conference



Bathroom Policy: Students are allowed to use the restroom throughout the day.
However | will allow only two students out at a time, and will ask the rest to wait until
their fellow classmate returns. We want to limit disruptions during mass, therefore | will
give students a chance to use the restroom before we head to the church. Please talk to
your child about the importance of using the restroom before school, during recess,
during lunch, and before mass so that they do not have to worry about missing class and
mass, or waiting for a classmate to return.

Homework:

1. All students will write their homework assignment for that day in their
agendas/iPad.

2. Homework will be assigned Monday through Thursday evenings.
If a student is absent or has missing assignments, the work must be
completed over the weekend and turned in by Monday.

3. Late work will be accepted with a 5-point deduction per day.
Any assignments not turned in by Monday will be considered overdue and will
be archived (no longer accepted for credit).

4. All assignments MUST be submitted on time and fully completed in order to
receive full credit.

5. Assignments will be posted on ClassDojo; and | expect the students to take
clear pictures of their work and post them.

6. Make sure to sit with your child and go over his/her homework. Have your child
show you the work so you can check it off on the agenda.

7. If homework is incomplete or not done then it will be reflected on your child’s
grades on Gradelink.

8. Academic integrity is very important. Any student who plagiarizes the work of
another student or the internet will receive a “0” as his/ her grade.

9. Please check Gradelink on a regular basis to be aware of your child’s progress.
Grades will be published every other Friday (biweekly).

Daily Reading at Home:

Students are expected to read at home for a minimum of 20 minutes each day. A



formal reading log will not be provided or required, but consistent reading at home is
essential for growth and success.

CURRICULUM: This year, we will be implementing a Multi-Age Classroom (MAC)
setting, which will consist of both 4th grade and 5th grade students.

As the teacher of this multi-age group, my goal is to provide a supportive and engaging
learning environment by using differentiated instruction to meet the unique needs of
each student. This approach allows all students to thrive while fostering collaboration,
independence, and growth.

| look forward to a wonderful year of learning and discovery together!

Math(iReady): Place Value,Whole Numbers, Decimals, Fractions (Addition,
subtraction, multiplication, division), Geometry, and Measurement

Reading(iReady): Nonfiction, Realistic Fiction, Fiction, Informational Text, and
Biographies

Writing(iReady): The Writing Process -Narrative, Informational,Opinion and
Persuasive - Parts of Speech - Sentences, Nouns, Pronouns, Verbs, Adjectives, and
Adverbs

Religion(Christ Alive): Gospel studies, Feast Days and Grade Level Prayers
History(Studies Weekly): World History - Ancient Civilizations -Early Humans

Science(Studies Weekly): The Scientific Method - Structures and Processes
-Physical Science -Life Science -Matter -Earth Space Science -The Planets

Art (Visual Arts): Elements of Art, Principles of Design, Art Techniques and Media, Art
History and Cultural Art, Art Critique and Appreciation

Common Sense Education: Each year, students receive two dedicated lessons on
appropriate online behavior and cyberbullying awareness. These lessons are based on
the Common Sense Curriculum, a reputable resource for digital citizenship education.
This instruction supports our compliance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act
(CIPA), which requires schools to implement and enforce an internet safety policy. As
part of this compliance, we also maintain a technology protection measure- such as a
filter or firewall- to restrict access to inappropriate online content.

Empowering God’s Children: In accordance with Archdiocesan policy, all Catholic



elementary schools are required to implement ongoing Safe Environment Training for
children and young people. This important initiative must be carried out annually at each
school site. Archbishop José H. Gomez has approved the following program for use:
Empowering God’s Children and Young People®© This K-12 child abuse prevention
program was developed specifically for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. The curriculum
follows a three-year cycle:

e Year One: The Five Safety Rules
e Year Two: Boundaries and Bullying
e Year Three: Internet Safety (2025-2026)

The program equips students with age-appropriate tools to recognize and respond to
situations that may pose a risk to their safety. It is designed to empower children and
youth with knowledge and skills to help protect themselves from harm. Parental
permission is required prior to instruction. Consent forms are sent home each year
before the Empowering God’s Children lesson is delivered. Thank you for your continued
partnership in ensuring the safety and well-being of all students.

Tests and Projects:

Students will be reading novels in class throughout the school year. There will be
projects related to these novels. You will get the guidelines and rubric for projects at
least three weeks before the project is due. Please make sure the projects are
completed on time to receive full credit for them. LATE WORK will be accepted with a 5
points per day deduction penalty.

Students will receive a study guide prior to the test. It is your child’s responsibility to
take notes during class time and study for the test. Students will have the
opportunity to retake a test, and the final score will be the average of the original
and retake scores.

School Tests Throughout the Year

In our school, all classes participate in important tests throughout the year. These tests
help us understand how much we are learning.

1. iReady Diagnostic Tests: We take these tests three times a year. They help us
know how much we've improved in math and reading.

2. STAR Tests: Like the iReady tests, these are also given three times a year to
check our progress in reading and math.

3. ARK Tests: This test is given once a year. It's another way to see how we are
doing in our religious studies.

4. ACRE Tests: This test is given once a year, and only the 5th graders will take it.

The grading scale for the six core subjects (Math, Reading, ELA, Religion, History and



Science) is as follows:
Tests/Projects 50%
Quizzes 25%
Classwork 15%
Homework 10%

The letter grade scale for the six core subjects (Math, Reading, ELA, Religion, History
and Science) is as follows:

A =100-93%
B+ =92-90%
B =87-89%
B- = 85-86%
C+ =80-84%
C=79-75%
C-=74-70%
D = 69-65%

F = 64% and below

Art and PE are Credit/NoCredit subjects.

Technology in the Classroom:

Please make sure to charge iPads every night. We will be using the iPads for
Standardized Testing (STAR, and iReady diagnostic) and the following apps in the
classroom:

1. ClassDojo
2. iReady - ELA and MATH

***The use of cell phones and apple watches during school time is prohibited! There
will be a designated area for students to place their cellphones or watches. If a student
is caught using their cell phone or watch during school time, it will be confiscated and



taken to the office.

***There should be no toys unless allowed for a special event.

Tutoring After School:

| will offer tutoring after school to a small group of students who need extra support.
Tutoring will take place in the classroom on Mondays from 3:10 pm -3:40 pm. After
taking the STAR Test and iReady Diagnostic Test, if your child is in need of tutoring, |
will contact you directly to recommend it.

Weekly Mass:

This year we will continue with our weekly Friday mass and monthly Sunday Family
mass.

4th grade will host our weekly mass in the month of February, including our Sunday,
monthly mass.

Mass Days: 2/6, 2/13, 2/27, and 2/22 is Sunday Family Mass at 9:30am
(MANDATORY)

Sunday Family Mass Participation
Attendance at Sunday Family Masses is required this year and will count toward your
child’s religion participation grade.

If your family is unable to attend a scheduled Family Mass at our parish, please have
your child either:

e Bring a church bulletin from the parish you attended, or

e Complete a Gospel reflection paper (provided by the teacher) for that Sunday’s
reading, if unable to attend mass.

Required Dates for Sunday Family Masses:

e September 21

e QOctober 19



e November 23 (Extra Credit)
e January 25 (Open House)
e February 22

e March 22

e April 26

e May 17
Field Trips
This year, 4th grade will attend the traditional San Fernando Mission field trip.

Both 4th and 5th grades will participate in the Blue Ribbon Children’s Festival,
and we will also complete our Service Project at the Children’s Hunger Fund.

Please note that dates are still tentative and may change depending on
location availability.

If you are interested in chaperoning, please ensure that you have completed your
Virtus training and fingerprinting.

If you need information about where to complete these requirements, please visit
our school website. For further support you may check in with the office staff.

Birthday Celebrations: (Free Dress Pass for the Day)

Celebrate with books, donate your favorite book to our classroom library/read-a-loud of
your favorite book and/or distribute pre-packed goodie bags to your classmates. If you
prefer to bring food to students, it must be pre-packaged and it would be distributed at
the end of the school day.

Working together with your support and cooperation we can make this year a very
positive and exciting learning experience for your child. Please go over this letter
with your child and return the next page to me with your signature.

Blessings,

Ms. Gonzalez



vgonzalez@srdics.com

“Santa Rosa de Lima Catholic School strongly believes that each child is a gift from
God who deserves the right to a quality education. Here, at Santa Rosa de Lima, we are
dedicated to providing our students with a spiritually rich and nurturing environment
where our teachers, staff, parish, and parents prepare our students to make a difference
in the world.”

Please return with your signature and Child’s signature:

| have read and understand the 4th Grade Rules and Policies.

Print Child’s Name: Date:

Parent’s Signature Student’s Signature

Comments/Something | should know about your child:
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